The Hero’s Journey Writing Assignment
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*Your assignment: To reflect upon the steps of the hero’s journey and how they are represented in a major motion picture.  

*How will you do that?

-You choose a major motion picture that you think represents the hero’s journey.  So review the steps of the hero’s journey and compare them to the story of the movie.  If they are a fit then you may have the start of a good paper on your hands.
*In class we will be watching 3 major motion pictures that easily relate to the hero’s journey literature format.  As we watch these major motions pictures you will be taking notes outlining how each of these movies represent each of the steps of the hero’s journey.  

1) SMALL ASSIGNMENT: You must submit the notes from at least two of these movies for formal assessment.
-> This means that you will receive marks for your notes so handing them in is mandatory.
But what should my notes look like?

-Oh, that’s easy.  Mr. E gave you an outline of taking movie notes (if you don’t know what I’m talking about then maybe you should go have a look at the wiki and get a copy for yourself)
-Also, Mr, E has discussed this in several classes and he will likely do it again. (So relax, you only need to worry if you have absolutely no intention of paying attention ever again
2) LARGE ASSIGNMENT: You will be writing a paper that reflects how a major motion picture has represented the hero’s journey.

-> How the heck am I going to do that?!
-Oh that’s easy too.  First you choose a movie to represent in your paper.  You can either choose one of the movies shown in class…, or you can select one of the movies from the list below…, or you can choose a different movie that you like so long as you can argue that it represents the hero’s journey narrative format.

[image: image2.png]Movies to Consider: Star Wars, Spirited Away, O Brother, Where Art Thou?, Harry Potter, Shrek, The Hobbit, Lord of
the Rings, The Natural, Field of Dreams, Indiana Jones, Rambo, The Terminator, Die Hard, The Waterboy, Thelma
and Louise, Batman, Superman, The Wizard of Oz, Spiderman, Beauty and the Beast, Mulan, Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon, Never Ending Story, Bufty the Vampire Siayer, E.T., The Malrix, Alien, Three Musketeers, Willow, O
Brother, Where Art Thou?, Wall-E.



-Possible movies include…(but these are not all)




-Now you watch the movie, take notes, and think.

-Then you write your essay…
-> Pay attention in class for instruction about how to do this part.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Proper essay and paragraph format
	The writer shows little evidence of understanding essay and paragraph formatting
	Essay and/or paragraph format are sorely lacking and must be addressed for improvement
	Essay and paragraph format are evident but there is much room for improvement
	Essay and paragraph format are observed but there are some errors
	Proper essay format is observed including impeccable paragraphs

	Representation of hero’s journey stages
	The writer show little to no evidence of the stages of the hero’s journey
	The hero’s journey is evident but is lacking in many details
	Some steps are unclear or the overall structure may need organization
	The stages of the hero’s journey are fairly represented
	The stages of the hero’s journey are clearly represented

	Evidence shared from source
	The writer has failed to share direct evidence from the source
	Little evidence is shared from the source.  The hero’s journey is poorly represented 
	Evidence may have been shared but it is not directly referenced and may be unclear
	Direct vidence is shared to support some stages of the hero’s journey
	Direct evidence from the source has been shared to represent all the stages of the hero’s journey

	Clarity, Voice, Reader’s interest
	The writer struggles to represent their thoughts making the piece difficult to understand or gain interest
	The writer struggles to maintain clarity ,voice or reader interest
	The writing may lack some clarity, personal touch, or logical progression.  Reader’s interest is waning
	The writing is logical, relates the writers thinking, and is reasonably interesting
	The writing is clear, flows easily, and maintains the reader’s interest.

	Editing
	The writer obviously struggles with editing and needs to ask for assistance to improve
	The paper suffers greatly due to lack of editing.  The writer has failed to show proper effort
	The editing is poor.  Separate drafts are necessary to improve
	The editing is reasonable but may have some errors.  Separate drafts may be missing
	The editing is impeccable and several drafts show evidence of personal editing


