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The Outsiders Study Guide: Chapters 1, 2, and 3

apter 1

1. Use the following chart to list the character traits of Greasers and Socs. Be sure to use specific
words and phrases from the novel.

Greasers Socs





[image: image2.png]Explain how the Greasers and Socs get along.

3. Using the following charts, describe the characters listed in the boxes below. You should explain
what they look like, how they act, what their reputations are, etc. Be sure to use specific words and
phrases from the novel.

Ponyboy

Darry
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Steve Randle
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Dallas Winston (Dally)

Johnny Cade

4. What is the difference between “tough” and “tuff




[image: image5.png]Do YOU think that Darry loves Pony? Explain your answer.
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1. Johnny acts very out of character during this chapter. Use the following chart to contrast Johnny’s
usual behavior with his actions in Chapter 2.

Johnny’s usual character | Johnny’s Actions in Chaper 2





[image: image7.png]2. What is a Greaser's definition of friendship?




[image: image8.png]3. What is a Greaser’s definition of a fair fight?
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[image: image9.png]4. According to Two-Bit, why don’t Socs fight fair?




[image: image10.png]5. What two rules do all Greasers follow
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1. Tn this chapter, it becomes clear that many of the characters have dreams that they know will
probably never come true. For each of the characters listed below, explain (in detail) what their
dreams are. Then explain why their dreams will never come true.

Pony’s Dream

Why it won’t come truc:
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Why it won't come truc:

Dally’s Dream

Why it won't come truc:
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Why it won't come truc:

Soda’s Dream

Why it won't come truc:





[image: image14.png]2. What request does Cherry make to Ponyboy? Are you surprised by this?

Why does Darry strike Ponyboy? Do you think he means to? How does he feel afterwards?

4. The blue Mustang is a symbol (an object that represents one or more ideas). What do you think the
blue Mustang symbolizes? Explain.




